4i8                      SALWEEN DISTRICT

The soil is uniformly poor, except here and there in the Bilin and
Yunzalin valleys, where loamy alluvial deposits have been formed.
The rainfall is always ample and seasonable, but
gncul ure. ^e extremely hilly nature of the country and its
poor soil afford little scope for agricultural development. Owing to
the conformation of the surface, taungya cultivation naturally takes
the first place. Le or ' wet' rice cultivation is carried on in the
small area of low-lying plain land in the valleys. It is mostly in
the form of terraced fields, flooded by means of drains connected
with hill streams or torrents, which, dependent on the rainfall, can
supply the necessary water for this kind of cultivation only during
the monsoon period. Areca palms are grown in sheltered spots be-
tween the lesser hill spurs.

In 1903-4 only 36 square miles were cultivated. Rice is the
staple grain, occupying 31 square miles of the total. Other food-crops
are raised in such small quantities as scarcely to deserve mention,
A moderate quantity of sesamum is grown on old taungyas, but
details of the area under this crop are not available. The greater
part of the oilseed is exported in bulk, though some of it passes
through the local oil-mills (si-zoti). Betel-nuts are also produced for
export in fairly large quantities, on an area of 3,000 acres in 1903-4.
Nothing else is grown, save a little tobacco and sugar-cane for local
consumption.

Cultivation has steadily increased year by year, but it cannot be
expected in a rugged country like Salween to attain anything like
the important position it holds in other Districts. The increase in
the production of rice is chiefly due to the demands of an in-
creasing population. Improvement in quality by selection of seed is
not understood by the cultivators. No loans for land improvement
have been applied for or made, but advances to agriculturists for
the extension of cultivation have from time to time been granted.
Droughts, floods, and insect plagues have never been experienced in
the District; but cattle-disease occurs yearly, though not to any
serious extent.

There is no cattle or pony breeding \ and although elephants,
buffaloes, and bullocks are largely used, they are all imported from
elsewhere, chiefly from Northern Siam. All overland transport is
effected by means of elephants and pack-bullocks. Ponies and
mules are scarce and rarely used.

The forests are of three classes.    In the lowlands the ground is

covered with tropical forests, while higher up the valleys and on the

hills the slopes are clad with mixed and pine forests.

The timber contained in them includes teak, pyingado
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